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Last week CongtesSiran Henry A. Waxman (D-IDs Angeles) Oerx>unoed PJ:esid.ent 

carter's pJ:'O!X)Sed tax of ten cents per gallon on gasoline. 

'Ihe IDs Angeles lawmaker said, 

'''!be Pr:esident • s proposed tax is an illegal usurpation of the taxation powers 

of Congress and a terrible burden on Southern californians dependent em aut:om::lhiles. 

As a oonservation measure, it is of negligible value." 

Naxman, along with other opponents of the ~asoline true, '.ras deli¢\ted with last 

week's ruling by u.s. District Judge Aubrey ~inson in their favor. ~n ruled 

that the gas tax was "an attelrpt to exercise aut.lx>ritv that was delihertly \'Tithheld 

fran the President by (bngress. 11 

'!he anti-tax a:mqrnsSII'en insist that the President carm:>t unilaterally iimose 

such a tax hut that it must, rather, be enacteo. bv Congress. 

Waxman said he \\"as oertain t.'ltere would be additional battles in the fec'Jeral 

oourts before the gasoline tax issue is resolved. 

"I intem to fight this matter both in the oourts and in Congress. !'iith current 

gas prices as high as they are, gasoline a:mstmerS sinply canmt st:.arlO to pay an 

additional ten cents ~r gallon. I am opposed to so-called oonservation neasur:es 

~idl will eventually lead to European-style qas prices of $2.50 per gallon or m:>re. 

'!his aas tax plan will definitely not survive ~sional action. " 


